
         A Celebration of Writers    

Congratulations to all of our Distinguished Writers - May 5, 2018 

 

 
This is an FHEVS publication of our assembly notes and the winning poems from our Celebration of 
Writers Spring Assembly. Enjoy!  
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Tobin Schafer and Amelia Kapostasy: Student Hosts 
Good morning skippers, young and old. 
We welcome you unto our folds. 
I would like to ask you all to stand, 
For the Pledge of Allegiance is at hand. 
 
We have begun this gathering of open minds with a quatrain. The quatrain is a powerful tool in poetry, and next 
the power of the rhyme, the most recognized. A quatrain is a stanza in poetry that has four lines.  
 
As we end the second year of our Fair Poet initiative here at Fairport Harding, we also end our fourth Fair Poet 
Competition.  
 
Like the four seasons, each competition has brought about new challenges to stimulate the minds of the young 
poets that we have come together to celebrate today, and like the aforementioned quatrain, we end a chapter in 
the fair poet movement.  
 
As with all things in life, without time having marched forward, we never would have had the opportunity to 
provide the means for our poets to express themselves here in our community.  
 
Time has allowed our teachers here at Harding to pass on the tools and skills required for creative writing to 
flourish.  
 
Time has allowed our students to polish their craft and continue to strive towards excellence, and perfection.  
 
Time has allowed 4 wonderful competitions, each rife with their own creative challenges, to come and go.  
 
Yet, patiently, our students have taken on the challenge time and time again as they aim to achieve greatness. 
 
As all quatrains must end, so to must this fourth chapter of the fair poet competition.  
 
A powerful ending always marks a new beginning though, and after this next stanza break our skippers will 
arise to the challenge to begin the next stanza, with open eyes and a patient pen. 
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Ryan Chipps is an 8th grader at Harding. He enjoys playing basketball and also likes to bowl. He is 
also a pretty good dancer! One fellow classmates said that they thought it was very well written. It 
made them really think about patience and it used phrases that they could understood. His poem is 
called “Patience is Key.” 
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Owen Meacham is not a newbie to the Fair Poet stage. He is the Fall Fair Poet First place winner for 
the Fall 2017 contest. Owen enjoys running track, participating on the robotics team at school and 
cheeseburgers. One classmate said this: “I liked the poem because it was about baseball. the way the 
poem flowed was awesome.”  Owen’s poem is titled “On the Mound, in the Box.”  
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Lexington Patrick is a 7th grader at Fairport. This is his first time as a Fair Poet finalist. His favorite 
food is bacon.  One student said this about their poem: “I liked how they told a story in this poem. I 
liked their descriptive language as well.” Lexington wrote a poem called “Traffic.” 
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Rachel Shaw is an 8th grader at Fairport. She enjoys band and basketball during school, and dance 
within the community.  She also participated in the ALPHA project. Rachel’s favorite food is pasta. 
One student said this about Rachel’s poem: “I felt like they were giving advice. It feels like they are 
actually speaking to you.”  Rachel’s poem is called “The Art of Patience.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fairport Harbor Exempted Village School District  Learning Today Leading Tomorrow 
 



         A Celebration of Writers    

Delaney Sherwood’s poem is called “Patience” and was presented at the assembly by Ari Ocasio.  One 
of the students when voting for Delaney’s poem said they thought the anecdote was “really cool and 
something personal to be shared. To say something like that is brave.” 
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Lewin Uhlir is a 7th grader at Fairport. He runs track for our junior high team. His events include: 
Long Jump, 4x200 relay, and the hurdles. Lewin enjoys doing parkour and freerunning.  One student 
said this about Lewin’s poem: “I like how it goes with the flow. I love how it rhymed and the words in 
the whole poem.”  Lewin’s poem is titled “Starman.” 
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During the Celebration of Writers Assembly, English teachers Mrs. Knight and Ms. Murphey recognized 

several distinguished writers at Fairport who have won recent essay and poetry contests in the community. 

Lake County Law Day Winner Maria Sterringer is pictured below. Maria attends Auburn Career Center in 

the Culinary Arts Program. Maria won the Lake County Law Day Essay Contest this year - she was honored 

at the annual Lake County Law Day Breakfast held at the Lamalfa Center on May 1st. Congrats to Maria for her 

winning essay written on the separation of powers in government! #skipperpride  For more information, please 

visit our school website here.  

 

Left to Right: Mrs. Fischer, Maria Sterringer, Dr. Paolo  
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Congrats Maria Sterringer and Morgan Braemer!  

 

Thank you to the American Chemical Society for sponsoring the first ever Chemists Celebrate Earth Week 

Illustrated Poetry Contest. Both Maria Sterringer and Morgan Braemer were honored on May 2, 2018 at the 

Young Scientists Awards Banquet at the Pine Ridge Country Club. Maria was the 9-12 grade winner and 

Morgan was the 6-8 grade winner. They each won $100 dollars and two tickets to the Cleveland Aquarium. 

Their work will be displayed on the ACS website. Congrats to our Fairport all-stars! 
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Power of the Pen Team: Ms. Murphey called up each member of the Power of the Pen team and presented 

their certificates of participation at the Shaker Heights Middle School Pen Ohio Regional Tournament.. 

7th Grade Team Members 

● Aaliyah Alston* 

● Gabbie Carlson* 

● Gabe Lawson 

● Tabby Lette 

● Lydia Nye 

● Mikaela Sandstrom* 

● Adara Tharp 

8th Grade Team Members 

● Morgan Braemer 

● Sam Collins 

● Giovanni Coraretti 

● Olivia Hoge* 

● AJ Pohto 

● Josh Safick 

*Denotes state qualifier 

 

For more information about our Power of the Pen Team, please visit our school website here. 

The Power of the Pen Team and Coaches would sincerely like to thank our sponsors for our State Tournament. 

Our four state qualifiers traveled to the College of Wooster to compete at the PenOhio Tournament on May 

24-25, 2018. Thank you so much for your financial support!  

● Fairport Harbor Board of Education 

● Fairport Mardi Gras Committee 

● Fairport Hungarian Culture Club 
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Thank you to Fairport VFW’s Janet Merrick who came to present the VFW Patriotic Art Awards.

 

Mrs. Janet Merrick has presented awards for several years now. She came on May 5, 2018 to Harding High 

School to present awards for the VFW Patriotic Art Contest! Congrats to Amelia Kapostasy on winning first 

place!! Pictured here with Amelia and Mrs. Merrick are the submissions who placed in the top four. They 

belong to Olivia Hulett, Brandy Ornelas, and Kaitlin Kilpatrick. Amelia's art is not pictured because it has been 

sent on to the state for judging. Good luck Amelia! Well done Harding High art students! Special thanks to Mrs. 

Luoma for sponsoring this contest!  

● Runner Up: Kaitlin Kilpatrick 

● 3rd place: Olivia Hulett 

● 2nd place: Brandy Ornelas 

● 1st place: Amelia Kapostasy  
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Jayden Alston is a sophomore at Fairport Harding High School. He is known by his fellow peers as 
being awesome at football and having some of the best hair in the school.  Jay loves tacos and working 
out.  When it comes to poetry, Jay loves how the words fit together. His peers said “I like this one 
because it deals with family and sticking together. I also like this one because the last line reminds me 
of having such a good life.”  Jayden’s poem is titled “A Lion’s Patience.”  
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Logan Barnum is a junior at Fairport Harding High School. He enjoys playing XBox’s Fallout 3 and 
writing short stories. He is currently co-writing a novel  with Halona White about an alien race in a 
futuristic society. In regards to his poem, his peers said “It compared patience to a tiny seed from the 
rose and used amazing similes.”  
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Gabby Palmer is currently a sophomore. She is part of the band and drama department. In the Spring 
musical, she played Mrs. Addams. She was a previous Fair Poet winner, winning first place in the Fall 
of 2016. Her peers said that her poem “was extremely deep. And it was very well written.”  Gabby’s 
poem is titled “Forbearance of My Windowsill.”  
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Page 2 - Forbearance or My Windowsill? 
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Hailey Radar is a sophomore. One fellow skipper said they learned that if you see a stranger you 
should get to know them better and see if you have some stuff in common with that person before 
judging them. Hailey’s poem is titled:  “It Is a Flower.”  
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Page 2 - “It Is a Flower” 
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Kayla Sharpe is a sophomore at Fairport Harding High School. She participates in the marching band. 
She enjoys dancing in her free time at the Fairport Dance Academy. Her favorite type of dance is 
modern and lyrical, and her poem is about dancing! In regards to her poem, her peers said “I could 
personally connect with it. It was very creative and I enjoyed the thought behind it.” Kayla’s poem is 
called “Just Takes Time.” 
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Lydia Shaw has been on stage before as a Fair Poet finalist. She is a sophomore at Harding High 
School. In regards to her poem, her peers said that “I liked this one because it makes you focus on 
everyday life. Also to use your life to the fullest”. In addition to being a poet, Lydia dances and cheers 
for the varsity football team.  Lydia’s poem is titled “Lesson Learned.” 
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Mr. Hank Werronen, our Fair Poet Sponsor and Fairport Harding Graduate of 1961, presented his poem, and 
awarded some honorable mentions.  
 
LET US GO THEN, YOU AND ME 
 
For Fair Poets 
Hank Werronen 
April 2018 
 
Let us go then, you and me 
Along a path we cannot see 
 
Let us look then, you and me 
Not knowing yet our destiny 
 
Let us listen then, you and me 
And write some words of poetry 
 
Let us laugh then, you and me 
Discovering unknowns always there 
 
Let us learn then, you and me 
At every turn, a pure wind rises 
 
Let us feel then, you and me 
That we belong to one another. 
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Congratulations to Adara Tharp - Middle School Honorable Mention - Awarded by Hank Werronen - 
Adara won $50.00 Honorable Mention Check and a book of poetry by Wallace Stevens donated by Hank 
Werronen.  
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Morgan Braemer - Excellence in Art and Poetry Award - Awarded by Hank Werronen - Morgan won art 
supplies and a gift card for more art supplies! A special thank you to Mrs. Luoma for picking up the supplies for 
the award.  
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Delaney Sherwood - Honorable Mention for Poetry and Health Award - Awarded by Hank Werronen - 
Delaney won a $50.00 Honorable Mention Check and a book on poetry called One Toss of the Dice. 
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Zoe Ferris - High School Honorable Mention - Awarded by Hank Werronen - $50.00 Honorable Mention 
Check and a book of poetry by Wallace Stevens, donated by Hank Werronen.  
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All Finalists received a book The Collected Poems by Wallace Stevens, donated by our Fair Poet Sponsor Mr. Hank Werronen.  

 
Top Picture - Left to right: Ryan Chipps, Hank Werronen, Owen Meacham, Lexington Patrick, Lewin Uhlir, Rachel Shaw 

Bottom Picture - Left to Right: Jay Alston, Hank Werronen, Logan Barnum, Gabby Palmer, Hailey Radar, Kayla Sharpe, Lydia Shaw 
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Fair Poet Contest Sponsor: Hank Werronen, Class of 1961 
 

Fair Poet Contest Readers:  
Mr. Colbert, Mr. Cardina, Mr. Luster 

 
Fair Poet Contest Judges:  

Joe Fath, Meghan Carlson, Sarah Toivonen  
 

Fair Poet Judge Coordinator:  
Cathy Norman  

 
VFW Art Contest Sponsors: 

Janet Merrick, Steve Kalal, Dan Sherwood 
 

Board Office Secretaries: 
Cindi Clair and Natalie Rock 

 
Program and Certificates: 

Mrs. Prosser & Ms. Murphey 
 

Sound, Lights, Video: 
Mr. Rodney Kozar 

Instructional Media Technology Students  
at Auburn Career Center 

Mr. Ruzin, and Bre Cremeans 
 

Teachers and Staff of Harding High School 
 

Fairport Academic Boosters 
 

As always, we appreciate the support of the  
Fairport Harbor Exempted Village Schools  

Professional Learning Community.   
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